
A Survey for Small & Very 
Small Meat & Poultry 

Processors in the Northeast



Survey Distribution/Return 

Surveys Sent 1163

Surveys Returned 301

Percent Returned 26%
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Section I

Background Information
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Location of Operation

State Percent

New York 31%
Pennsylvania 30%
New Jersey 19%
Massachusetts 9%
Connecticut 5%
Maine 2%
New Hampshire 2%
Vermont 1%
Rhode Island 1%
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Type of Processing Operation

Type Percent

Raw ground meat & poultry 55%

Raw ïbeef trimmings, mech. 43%
tenderized meat

Fully cooked, not shelf stable 39%

meat & poultry products

Not shelf -stable, heat treated 24%
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Type of Slaughter Operation

Type Percent

Beef 15%

Pork 14%

Poultry 6%
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Ready -to -Eat Products

Product Percent

Ready -to -eat products 46%
are produced
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Types of Inspection Received

Type Percent

Federal (USDA) Inspected 99%

State Inspected 19%

Retail Exempt 7%

Full - time Inspection 7%

Custom Exempt 5%

Patrol Inspections 4%
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Years in Business

Years Percent

<1 -5 Years 7%

6 ï10 Years 6%

11 ï15 Years 6% 

16 ï20 Years 7%

> 20 Years 74%
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